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“If the majority knew the root of this evil, then the road to its cure would not be long.” -Albert Einstein 
 
Part One: Toxins in the Permafrost and Heat Rising All Around 
 
"When you live in an old house, you may not want to go into the basement after a storm to see 
what the rains have wrought. Choose not to look, however, at your own peril." 
 -We cannot ignore the systematic oppression of the caste system away,  
 
What is a caste system?: 
"an artificial construction, a fixed and embedded ranking of human value that sets the presumed 
supremacy of one group against the presumed inferiority of other groups on the basis of ancestry 
and often immutable traits" 
 
"A caste system endures because it is often justified as divine will, originating from sacred text 
or the presumed laws of nature, reinforced throughout the culture and passed down through the 
generations." 
 
In the American caste system, the signal rank is race (Vs. Nazi Germany & India castes) 

-"Caste is the bones, race is the skin" 
 
Part Two: The Arbitrary Construction of Human Divisions 
 
"At first, religion, not race as we now know it, defined the status of people in the colonies. 
Christianity, as a proxy for Europeans, generally exempted European workers from lifetime 
enslavement." 
 
"The creation of a caste system was a process of testing the bounds of human categories and not 
the result of a single edict. It was a decades-long sharpening of lines whenever the colonists had 
a decision to make. When Africans began converting to Christianity, they posed a challenge to a 
religion-based hierarchy. Their efforts to claim full participation in the colonies was in direct 
opposition to the European hunger for the cheapest, most pliant labor to extract the most wealth 
from the new world." 
 
"...The country cannot become whole until it confronts what was not a chapter in history, but the 
basis of its economic and social order." 
 
"[Slavery] was not merely a torn thread in "an otherwise perfect cloth", wrote the sociologist Stephen 
Steinberg. "It would be closer to say that slavery provided the fabric out of which the cloth was 
made." 
 
"What the colonists had created was 'an extreme form of slavery that had existed nowhere in the 
world,' wrote the legal historian Ariela J. Gross. 'For the first time in history, one category of 
humanity was ruled out of the 'human race' and into a separate subgroup that was to remain 
enslaved for generations." 
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"Before there was a United States of America, there was enslavement. Theirs was a living death 
passed down for twelve generations." 
 
How the institution of slavery lasts: 
"These disfigured relationships were handed down through the generations. The people whose 
ancestors had put them atop the hierarchy grew accustomed to the unearned deference from the 
subjugated group and came to expect it. They told themselves that the people beneath them did not 
feel pain or heartache, were debased machines that only looked human and upon whom one could 
inflict any atrocity. The people who told themselves these things were telling lies to themselves. 
Their lives were to some degree a lie and in dehumanizing these people whom they regarded as 
beasts of the field, they dehumanized themselves." 
 
"Americans of today have inherited these distorted rules of engagement whether or not their 
families had enslaved people or had even been in the United States. Slavery built the man-made 
chasm between blacks and whites that forces the middle castes of Asians, Latinos, indigenous 
people, and new immigrants of African descent to navigate within what began as a bipolar 
hierarchy." 
 
The lie of race: 
"It is a fiction told by modern humans for so long that it has come to be seen as a sacred truth." 
    -Color is fact. Race is a social construct 
 
Cannot root out injustice by "smoking out" individual racists: 

-admission of racism not likely 
-keeps focus on individual rather that the system that created that individual 
-gives cover to those who "point the picture first" 

 
Caste vs. Racism 
"Caste is the granting or withholding of respect, status, honor, attention, privileges, resources, 
benefit of the doubt, and human kindness to someone on the basis of their perceived rank or 
standing in the hierarchy." 
 
Caste holds people back on the basis of rank, Racism on the basis of race. In the U.S. racism and 
casteism frequently occur at the same time, or overlap. 
 
"the autonomic unconscious, reflexive response to expectations from a thousand imaging inputs 
and neurological societal downloads that affix people to certain roles based upon what they look 
like and what they have historically been assigned to" 
 
The Evil of Silence: 
"No one person was complicit, and yet everyone was complicit. It had grown bigger than them 
because they had allowed it to grow bigger than them, and now it was raining down onto their 
gingerbread cottages and their lives of pristine conformity."  
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Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act. 
 
Part Three: The Eight Pillars of Caste 
 
Principles caste system is built on whether in America, India, or Nazi Germany 
 
Pillar 1: 
Divine Will and Laws of Nature 
Tenets “interpreted by those who put themselves on high” of “belief in a human pyramid willed by 
God, a Great Chain of Being, that the founders would further sculpt…as circumstances required 
 
Pillar 2: 
Heritability 
Belief that you are born into caste and pass it down to descendants 

-allowed enslavers to claim the children of black women 
-“Neither wealth nor celebrity has insulated those born to the subordinate caste”: scrutiny, 

police violence, etc. 
 
Caste vs. Class 
If you can act your way out of it, then it is class, not caste 

-“It is the fixed nature of caste that distinguishes it from class, a term to which it is often 
compared.” 
 
Pillar 3:  
Endogamy and the Control of Marriage and Mating 
Restricting marriage to people within the same caste 

-“…makes it less likely that someone in the dominant caste will have a personal stake in the 
happiness, fulfillment, or well-being of anyone deemed beneath them” 
 
Pillar 4: 
Purity versus Pollution 
Belief in the purity of the dominant caste and fear of pollution from the castes deemed beneath it 
 
Control in the caste system required “constant redefinition” 
 -caste system “shape-shifted  to keep the upper caste pure by its own terms. What a thin, 
frayed thread held the illusions together.” 
 
“Their exclusion was used to justify their exclusion. Their degraded station justified their 
degradation. They were consigned to the lowliest, dirtiest jobs and thus were seen as lowly and 
dirty, and everyone in the caste system absorbed the message of their degradation.” 
 
Pillar 5:  
Occupational Hierarchy: Tha Jatis and the Mudsill 
Division of labor based on one’s place in the hierarchy 
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“…the mudsill is the bottom caste that everything else rests upon” 
 
Subservient roles: Hard labor, domestic servants, entertaining dominant caste 

“Slavery set the artificial parameters for the roles each caste was to perform, and the only 
job beyond the plow or the kitchen that the caste system openly encouraged of the lowest caste 
was that of entertainment, which was its own form of servitude in that world…Making enslaved 
people perform on command also reinforced their subjugation.” 
 
“Merriment, even if extracted from a whip, was seen as essential to confirm that the caste 
structure was sound, that all was well, that everyone accepted, even embraced their station in the 
hierarchy.” 

-Black caricature “soothed the conscience and justified atrocities” 
 
Pillar 6:  
Dehumanization and Stigma 
“To dehumanize another human being is not merely to declare that someone is not human and it 
does not happen by accident. It is a process, a programming. It takes energy and reinforcement to 
deny what is self-evident in another member of one’s own species.” 
 
“It is a war against the truth, against what the eye can see and what the heart could feel if 
allowed to do so on its own.” 
 
Dehumanization and stigma “built up the immune system against empathy”. 
 
Pillar 7: 
Terror as Enforcement, Cruelty as Means of Control 
Violence and terror to “preempt resistance before it can be imagined”. 
 
“All that [evil] needs from bystanders is their silent complicity in the evil committed on their 
behalf.” 
 
Americans in the South during enslavement “devised a range of horrors to keep human beings in 
the unnatural state of perpetual, generational imprisonment.” 

Tactic of creating a hierarchy even within the subordinate caste: kapos, overseers, etc. 
 
Pillar 8: 
Inherent Superiority versus Inherent Inferiority 
Belief of inborn superiority in the dominant caste and inferiority of subordinate 

-“must be understood in every interaction that one group was superior and inherently 
deserving of the best in a given society and that those who were deemed lowest were deserving of 
their plight”. 
 
“the subordination, upon which our social system rests” 
 


