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JULY 2020 

Daily literacy-building 
activities to share with your child. 

 
313-640-GPPL  

 

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y 

1 WRITING 

Plan a picnic. Write a list 

of things you will need to 

bring. 

2 PLAYING 

Go on a picnic. Play fun 

outdoor games. 

3 TALKING 

¢ŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ 

What should you wear? 

4 SINGING 

Sing a song with movement, 

ƭƛƪŜ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƘŜŜƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

.ǳǎΦέ (Words are on the 

back. ) 
 

W W W . P L A . O R G 

 

5 COUNTING  

Have your child help cook 

with a recipe. 

We will need six eggs. One cup 

of flour, etc. 

 

 
12 READING 

 
6 READING 

Look at the cover of a book 

before reading it. Point out 

the ōƻƻƪΩǎ title. 

¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎΧ 

 

 

13 WRITING 

 
7 WRITING 

Write a message and tuck 

it in your ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ shoe. Read 

it together when your child 

finds it. 

 
 

14 PLAYING 

 
8 PLAYING 

tƭŀȅ άCƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊΦέ Do 

three things (reach up high, 

touch your toes, take a big 

step) and ask your child to 

do the same things. 

 
15 TALKING 

 
9 TALKING 

Use a fruit or vegetable your 

child ƘŀǎƴΩǘ seen before. 

Talk about how it looks, 

feels, smells, tastes. 

 
 

16 SINGING 

 
10 SINGING 

Play music with a fast 

tempo as 

you pick up 

and put 

away toys. 

 
17 COUNTING 

 
11 COUNTING 

Compare amounts. 

You have more pieces of apple 

than I do. 

 
 

 
18 READING  

 

Vary your voice as you read. Write a message outside Play the letter day game. Take a walk outside. Talk tƭŀȅ άCǊŜŜȊŜΦέ tƭŀȅ ƳǳǎƛŎ Use a piece of string to After reading a 

Use different expressions to with chalk. Look for things that begin about all you see. Point out and when you turn it off measure things. What is book talk 

help your child learn about  with the first letter of your and name things. everyone has to stop in longer? What is shorter? about your 

feelings.  ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  place until the music starts  favorite part. 
    again.   

 

19 WRITING  

Help your child draw 

a picture of a summer 

activity. Have your child 

ΨǎƛƎƴΩ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ 

 
 

26 PLAYING 

tƭŀȅ ΨwƛŘŘƭŜ aŜΦΩ 

LΩƳ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ LΩƳ 

ǇǳǊǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦ 

What am I? Yes! A grape. 

20 PLAYING 

tƭŀȅ άL {Ǉȅέ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ 

I spy something that has three 

wheels and is pink. Yes! Your 

bike. 

 

 
27 TALKING 

Talk about things you do in 

the morning, things you do 

in the afternoon, and things 

you do in the night. 

21 TALKING 

At bedtime talk about where 

animals sleep at night. 

 
 
 
 

28 SINGING 

tƭŀȅ Ψ9ŎƘƻ aŜΦέ /ƭŀǇΣ stomp, 

or beat a drum, and have 

your child repeat the noise. 

22 SINGING 

Make a shaker by putting 

dried pasta or beans in an 

empty container. Shake it 

while you march and sing. 

 
 

29 COUNTING 

Create a grocery list with 

your child. Look at what you 

have and what you need to 

purchase. 

23 COUNTING 

Count how many birds you 

see today. 

 
 
 
 

30 READING 

Ask your child to pick out 

their favorite book to read 

today. Ask them why it is 

their favorite. 

24 READING 

Print is everywhere. Point 

out words wherever you go 

today. 

 
 
 

31 WRITING 

Help your child experiment 

with writing using crayons, 

pencils, markers, and chalk 

on a variety of papers or 

cardboard. 

25 WRITING 

Ask your child to dictate a 

letter to a special person. 

Show how to address an 

envelope and add a stamp. 

Then mail the letter together. 

http://www/


 

You are your childôs first teacher, and your home 
is where your child begins to learn. 

Make your home a great place to learn. It doesnôt take money to create special 

places where you and your child can talk, sing, read, write, play, and count. Here are 

a few ideas. 

PLACES TO READ 

Create a special space for your children to look at books. Have a comfortable chair or 

pillows and a small shelf or basket for favorite books. Make sure thereôs room for you and 

your child to sit together and that your child can reach books without needing help. 

PLACES TO WRITE 

Make it easy for your child to write throughout the day. Set up a space where your child 

can go on his or her own and use writing materials. Provide pencils, crayons, or markers of 

different sizes so your child can write with what is most comfortable. Use unlined paper. 

PLACES TO PLAY 

Play requires a little space, simple props, and some imagination and encouragement. You 

donôt need special toys or expensive electronics. Provide props like large boxes, old clothes 

or costumes for dress up, empty food containers, and empty paper towel rolls. Play comes 

naturally to young children and is one of the primary ways they learn. Provide plenty of 

opportunities for your child to play. 

 
 

 

WHEELS ON THE BUS 

The wheels on the bus go round and round, 

Round and round, round and round. 

The wheels on the bus go round and round, 

All around the town. 

The wipers on the bus go swish, swish, swish... 

The driver on the bus says άƳƻǾŜ on ōŀŎƪέΦΦΦ 

The people on the bus go up and down... 
The babies on the bus go άǿŀƘΣ wah, ǿŀƘέΦΦΦ 

The parents on the bus go άǎƘƘΣ shh, ǎƘƘέΦΦΦ 

ADAPTATION: THE HORSE ON THE FARM GOES ò NEIGH, NEIGH, 

NEIGHó; COW, LAMB, PIG, ETC. 

   

   Island Born  
by Junot Díaz 

Walterõs Wonderful 
Web: A First Book 
About Shapes  
by Tim Hopgood 

FOR READERS AGES 3+ 

FOR READERS AGES 0-3 

Barnyard Dance!  
by Sandra Boynton 

The Very Busy Spider  
by Eric Carle 

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask 

the librarian for a recommendation. 

Books to Read 
this Month 



AUGUST 2020 

Daily literacy-building 
activities to share with your child. 

 
313-640-GPPL  

 

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y 

1 WRITING 

Sit outside and write a list 

of seven things 

you see. 

 
 

W W W . P L A . O R G 

 
 

2 PLAYING 

 
3 TALKING 

 
4 SINGING 

 
5 COUNTING 

 
6 READING 

 
7 WRITING 

 
8 PLAYING 

Paint on the sidewalk with aŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ άǎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ Make music with things Sort toys by size. Count Read a nonfiction book Label the things in your Play with blocks. What can 

water. Watch ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέ ŘŀȅΦ you have in the house, like the number of toys in each about birds. Talk about ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΦ .ŜŘΣ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǊΣ you make? Form the blocks 

it evaporate. 

 
 
 

9 TALKING  

Take an alphabet walk 

outside. Talk about things 

How are our socks the same and 

different? They go on our feet 

and they are different colors. 

 
10 SINGING 

Sing a bedtime story. 

Encourage your child to 

pots, pans, spoons, boxes, 

and cups. 

 

 
11 COUNTING  

Put five stuffed animals in 

order from smallest 

group. 

 
 
 

12 READING  

Have a family story 

time. Each person 

ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΦ {ŀȅ 

the rhyme άLŦ I Were a .ƛǊŘΦέ 

(Words are on the back. ) 

 
13 WRITING  

Draw a picture for a 

grandparent or other very 

table, book, closet. Point to 

the words and discuss as 

you put things away. 

 
14 PLAYING  

tƭŀȅ ά²Ƙŀǘ CƛǘǎΚέ 

Will your hat fit  under your bed? 

into letter shapes. 

 
 
 

15 TALKING  

LǘΩǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ /ŀǊŘ aƻƴǘƘΦ ¢ŀƭƪ 

about what you can do at 

 
 

 

16 SINGING  17 COUNTING  18 READING  19 WRITING  20 PLAYING  21 TALKING 22 SINGING 
 

Pick a new kind of music Set the table for a meal. Go to the library for a new Write the names of each Play the yes-no game Before going to bed talk {ƛƴƎ ŀ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩ 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ listened to How many plates will you ōƻƻƪ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ family member with chalk about time. Is it time for about things you did this song to 

before. Listen together. need? How many utensils? before. The librarian can on the sidewalk. Stand on breakfast? Is it time to morning, this afternoon, and greet your 
 Napkins? help you find one. your name. read? Is it time for kisses? tonight. child in the 
      morning. 

 

23 COUNTING 

Count the trees you see today. 

30 READING 

Go to the library and check 

out a new book. 

24 READING  

Point out signs everywhere. 

31 WRITING 

Use play dough to shape 

ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜΦ 

25 WRITING  

Use chalk to draw shapes 

on the sidewalk. Draw a 

triangle, a square, a circle, 

and a rectangle. Talk about 

how they are different. 

26 PLAYING  

Pretend you are in a boat 

on the water. Ask your child 

what kind of fish they see. 

27 TALKING  

Offer choices today. Do you 

want this book or that one? 

Do you want water or milk? 

Would you like a banana or 

strawberries? 

28 SINGING  

{ƛƴƎ άIŜŀŘΣ {ƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΣ 

YƴŜŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻŜǎΦέ (Words 

are on the back. ) 

29 COUNTING 

Trace around your hand and 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ 

Talk about the difference 

in size. 

that begin with different sing with you. to largest. picks a book to important person. Will the refrigerator fit in your the library. 

letter sounds.   read aloud.  pocket?  

 

http://www/


 

Childrenôs reading success in kindergarten and 
beyond begins with positive language and 
literacy experiences from the time they are 
infants. 

Å Young children have shorter attention spans. You can do activities for short bits of 

time throughout the day or whenever you have the chance. 

Å You can help your children learn in ways and at times that are best for them. 

Å Parents are tremendous role modelsðif your children see that you think reading is 

important and enjoy it, they will follow your lead. 

Å Children learn best by doingðand they love doing things with YOU! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask 

the librarian for a recommendation. 

 

 

FOR READERS AGES 0-3 

Birds 

HEAD, SHOULDERS, KNEES AND TOES 
Touch each body part as you sing  

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes 

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes 

And eyes and ears and mouth and nose, 

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes 

 
Neck, elbows, hips and feet, hips and feet 

Neck, elbows, hips and feet, hips and feet 

And thighs and rears and lips and teeth, 

Neck, elbows, lips and teeth, lips and teeth. 

IF I WERE A BIRD 

LŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ōƛǊŘΣ LΩŘ ǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ 

And fly about the whole day long. 

And when the night comes, go to rest, 

Up in my cozy little nest. 

by Jill McDonald 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What  
Do You See?    
by Eric Carle 

 
FOR    
READERS 
AGES 3+ 

Birds 
by Kevin Henkes    

Saturday     
by Oge Mora 

Books to Read 
this Month 



SEPTEMBER 2020 

Daily literacy-building 
activities to share with your child. 

313-640-GPPL  

 

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y 

1 WRITING 

Have fun scribbling today! 

Use different kinds of paper 

and different pens, markers, 

crayons, etc. 

2 PLAYING 

Blow bubblesτthis 

strengthens muscles 

needed for speech. 

3 TALKING 

As you tell a story, use new 

words and explain what 

they mean. 

4 SINGING 

Clap your hands 

to the beat 

of a favorite 

song. 

5 COUNTING 

Lace Cheerios onto a piece 

of yarn and then count 

them. 

 
 

6 READING 

Read a book or find information 

about insects that are active 

in late summer, like crickets or 

cicadas. Talk about how you 

can hear them at night. 

 
13 WRITING 

7 WRITING 

Write your to-do list 

together. Have your child 

check off each as it is 

completed. 

 
 

14 PLAYING 

8 PLAYING 

Play alphabet search today. 

Take turns picking a letter 

and searching 

for it. 

 

 
15 TALKING 

9 TALKING 

Talk about something your 

ŎƘƛƭŘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 

and explain what happens. 

 
 
 

16 SINGING 

10 SINGING 

How many ways can you 

move to the music? Play 

a favorite song and clap, 

march, spin, and tap. 

 
 

17 COUNTING 

11 COUNTING 

Count how many red cars 

you see today. Tally up at 

the end of the day. 

 
 
 

18 READING 

12 READING 

Have a friends book 

club. Each friend 

brings a book 

for a story time. 

 

 
19 WRITING  

 

Pop bubble wrap or play Tape a sheet of contact Make silly sounds today. {ƛƴƎ άbƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ōŀǘƘ ǘƛƳŜΣ Take a walk and count how Visit the library and help Use cooked pieces of 

with squirt toys to develop paper to the wall, sticky side Encourage your child to ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ōŀǘƘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ȅŜǎΣ ƛǘ many birds or your child select books to spaghetti to make 

muscles needed for writing. out. See which toys stick imitate you. ƛǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǳƴŜ ƻŦ άCǊŝǊŜ squirrels check out. shapes and 
 and which toys do not.  WŀŎǉǳŜǎΦέ you see.  letters. 

 
 

20 PLAYING  21 TALKING 22 SINGING  23 COUNTING  24 READING  25 WRITING  26 PLAYING  
 

Go on a scavenger hunt Use simple props to tell a Recite a nursery rhyme like Use blocks to measure how tƛŎƪ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ Work together to make a {ƛƴƎ ά{ŎŀǊŜŎǊƻǿΣ 

today. Look for things that story. Use silly voices for άIǳƳǇǘȅ 5ǳƳǇǘȅΦέ (Words long something is. How book. When you come to list of ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ {ŎŀǊŜŎǊƻǿέ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 

ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨǇΩ ǎƻǳƴŘΣ ƭƛƪŜ different characters. are on the back. ) many blocks long is your a favorite part encourage words. following directions. (Words 

a plate, a pan, and a pen.   arm, your foot, etc.? ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ άǊŜŀŘέ ŀƭƻƴƎ  are on the back. ) 
    with you.   

 

27 TALKING  

Use family photos to tell 

different stories. Encourage 

your child to tell a story. 

28 SINGING 

Recite a nursery rhyme 

ƭƛƪŜ άIƛŎƪƻǊȅ 5ƛŎƪƻǊȅ 5ƻŎƪΦέ 

(Words are on the back. ) 

29 COUNTING  

Time yourself. How long 

does it take to walk one 

block? Show your child the 

time at the beginning and at 

the end. 

30 READING  

Go to the library and check 

out a book on a topic your 

child is interested in. The 

librarian can help you find 

one. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W W W . P L A . O R G 
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Playing to Learn New Words 

Play and have fun with words: 

Å Read a book with lots of made-up words like ñHow Do You Wokka-Wokka?ñ 

by Elizabeth Bluemle. Many books by Dr. Suess also are excellent for this 

purpose. Try making up more words to go with the story. 

Å Silly poems are fun and can teach new 

vocabulary. 

Å Kids love riddles and jokes, which often use 

a ñplay on words.ò Laugh along as you talk 

about the answer to the riddle or joke. 

Å Having fun with words helps your child 

become more conscious of words and happy 

to keep learning. 

 
 
 

 
HUMPTY DUMPTY 

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall. 

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall. 

All the ƪƛƴƎΩǎ horses and all the YƛƴƎΩǎ men 

Could not put Humpty together again. 

 

HICKORY DICKORY DOCK 

Hickory Dickory Dock, 

The mouse ran up the clock. 

The clock struck one 

And down he run. 

Hickory Dickory Dock 

Tick Tock! 

 
SCARECROW, SCARECROW 
Sing to the tune of òTwinkle, Twinkle, 

Little Staró 

Scarecrow, scarecrow, turn around, 

Scarecrow, scarecrow, touch the ground. 

Stand up tall and blink your eyes. 

Raise your hands up to the sky. 

Scarecrow, scarecrow, touch your toes. 

Scarecrow, scarecrow, tap your nose. 

Swing your arms so very slow, 

Now real fast to scare the crows. 

Raise your head, jump up and down. 

Now sit down without a sound. 

   

   

   
   

FOR 
READERS 
AGES 3+ 

Pinky Got  Out  
by Michael Portis 

Whose Nose  Do 
You Suppose  
by Richard Turner 

FOR READERS AGES 0-3 

Together  
by Emma Dodd 

Baby Goes to Market  
by Atinuke 

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask 

the librarian for a recommendation. 

Books to Read 
this Month 



OCTOBER 2020 

Daily literacy-building 
activities to share with your child. 

313-640-GPPL  

 

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
W W W . P L A . O R G 

 

4 SINGING 

{ƛƴƎ άƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳέ 

to the tune of Happy Birthday. 

Good morning to you, good morning 

ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ DƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ όŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

name), good morning to you! 

 
11 COUNTING 

 
 
 
 

 
5 COUNTING 

Count out a healthy snack. 

One for you and one for me and 
one for Daddy. Two for you, two 

for me, and two for Daddy. 

 

 
12 READING 

 
 
 
 

 
6 READING 

Go the library and take out 

a new book. Talk about new 

words you come across 

while reading the new book. 

 

 
13 WRITING 

 
 
 
 

 
7 WRITING 

Write a grocery list together. 

Go around checking what 

you need and add it to the 

list. 

 
 

14 PLAYING 

1 WRITING 

Start a list of things to do 

this week. Talk about it and 

decide who will do each. 

 
 
 

8 PLAYING 

Take a walk outside. Collect 

colorful leaves. Try to find 

as many different types as 

possible. 

 
 

15 TALKING 

2 PLAYING 

Cut out pictures of food 

from magazines. Let your 

child choose which to use 

and glue those onto a paper 

plate. 

 
9 TALKING 

Expand on what your child 

says. 

Yes, we saw a dog at the park. 

It was large and brown and 

wagging its tail. 

 
16 SINGING 

3 TALKING 

Talk about the weather 

today and what you should 

wear outside. 

 
 
 

10 SINGING 

Take turns 

singing 

bits of the 

alphabet 

song. 

 
17 COUNTING 

 

Trace the hand of each Try to spot letters on license ²ǊƛǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ tƭŀȅ άL {Ǉȅέ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƘȅƳƛƴƎ Read a book together. Ask {ƛƴƎ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ¢ƘǳƳōƪƛƴΚέ Pick a point in your house 

person in your family. plates today. How many can big letters. Talk about each words. ΨǿƘŀǘΩ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ (Words are on the back. ) or on your block. Count the 

Whose hand is bigger? 

Whose is smaller? 

 

 
18 READING  

you see? 

 
 
 

19 WRITING  

letter. 

 
 
 

20 PLAYING  

I spy with my little eye 

something that rhymes with fall. 

What is it? Yes! A ball! 

 
21 TALKING  

What is happening here? What 

do you think will happen next? 

 

 
22 SINGING 

 
 

23 COUNTING  

steps to get there. 

 
 
 

24 READING  
 

Read a book about bears or Use crayons or markers to Take turns pretending to be Talk about foods that are {ƛƴƎ άLŦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ IŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ Count the number of Read a book 

other animals that hibernate write the names of colors. animals. orange. ¸ƻǳ Yƴƻǿ Lǘέ (Words are on pumpkins you see about fall. The 

over the winter. The library 

can help you find one. 

 

 
25 WRITING  

Write a list of words that 

rhyme with dog. 

Use the red crayon to write 

the word red; the blue crayon 

to write the word blue; etc. 

 
26 PLAYING  

Play a rhyming riddle game. 

What do you 

see that rhymes 

with bee? Yes, 

a tree! 

What sound do you make? How 

do you move? 

 

 
27 TALKING 

Smell different things and 

talk about them: spices, 

flowers, fruit, and cocoa. 

Which scents do you like or 

dislike? 

 

 
28 SINGING 

Dance to a fast song and 

then dance to a slow song. 

Clap along to both songs. 

the back. ) 

 
 

 
29 COUNTING  

What three things would fit 

inside your pumpkin? What 

three things ǿƻƴΩǘ fit? 

today. 

Keep a 

tally. 

 
30 READING  

Read a book about 

Halloween. 

library can help 

you find one. 

 

 
31 WRITING  

Make a list of things you 

liked most about this month. 


